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Newsletter #24 7 A Call to Resist Illegitimate Authority July/ August, 1992 
Fueled by Fury-
Fighting Homophobia in North Carolina 
MAB SEGREST 
A teenager tells his mother he's gay . 
and she puts him in a mental hospital. 
A woman under investigation for les-
bianism by the Marines calls a friend to 
tell her she "can't live like this"- then 
drives her truck off the road into a tree, 
ldlling herself. 
Drunken assailants throw an 
eighteen-year-old who has defended a 
gay man against verbal harassment into a 
lake, drowning him. 
Four men armed with various high-
powered weapons open fire on their gay 
neighbors with the "intent to commit 
murder." 
The State health department seeks to 
create "special facilities" for people who 
violate HW control measures, and to give 
public officials authority to confine them 
directly without a court order. 
Lesbian and gay parents lose custody 
of their children simply because of the 
parents' sexual orientation. 
Police selectively apply the state's 
sodomy law to entrap gay men into solicit-
ing for "crimes against nature," by com-
ing on to them, then arresting them. 
A gay man who has just received a 
95% peiformance rating is fired from his 
job at a restaurant when the boss.finds out 
he is gay and in violation of the company 
policy on homosexuality. 
Fundamentalist Baptists protest at the seventh annual North Carolina Statewide Gay Pride March on 
June 13, 1992 in Asheville, NC. Photo: John Penley. 
These are a few of the incidents of 
homophobic violence and harassment 
reported to the North Carolina Coalition 
for Gay and Lesbian Equality (NCCGLE) 
in 1991. NCCGLE has just released its 
report Homophobia and Human Rights in 
North Carolina, chronicling 680 incidents 
of violence, harassment, or discrimination. 
While the large majority of these incidents 
are harassing calls to lesbian/gay hotlines, 
over 60 of them constitute "hate crimes" 
by the U.S. Justice Department's defini-
tions. They range from the violent crimi-
nal acts of individuals to the sanctioned 
policy of police, the courts, and the legis-
lature. They are part of a widespread pat-
tern of violence and discrimination 
towards lesbians and gay men in North 
Carolina. · 
Most Queer-Hating State in the U.S. 
Progressive people outside of the 
South are not surprised, of course, to hear 
of this level of repression and brutality in 
the home state of Jesse Helms, arguably 
conlinued on page six 
Dear Resisters, 
You folks have great heart and great 
sense. What an inspired idea to create a [grant] 
award in Mike Riegle's name! And your choice 
of the recipient this year was excellent and well 
deserved. 
I just want to thank you for honoring both 
Mike and the Coalition. Love, 
Corey Weinstein, M.D. 
San Francisco, CA. 
Ed. Note: As Dr. Weinstein notes, Resist has 
decided to make an armual "Mike Riegle Trib-
ute" grant to a group that focuses on prison 
issues. The first group to receive the award was 
the Coalition for Prisoners' Rights in New 
Mexico, which has a long track record of 
important work advocating for people in 
prison. For more information write: Coalition 
for Prisoners' Rights, P.O. Box 1911, Santa Fe, 
NM 87504-1911. Dr. Weinstein also sent infor-
mation about a new national campaign to end 
control units within prisons-these are high . 
security prisons within prisons. For more infor-
mation on the nationwide campaign, contact 
Prisoners' Rights Union, (916) 441-4214. 
Dear Resist, 
I applaud the board of Resist in their deci-
sion to honor [Mike Riegle 's] work and his 
memory by awarding the first Mike Riegle 
Tribute Grant to the Coalition for Prisoners' 
Rights. He will be missed deeply, but his lega-
cy will live on. He gave hope to those in total 
despair, he gave comfort to those in sorrow, 
and most of all he gave a piece of his heart in 
everything he did and to everyone he knew. 
Thankyou. 
Dear Resist, 
Anthony Palocioz 
Hutchinson, KS 
This is a fan letter, because I am so 
impressed with your article, "Breast Cancer: 
The Environmental Connection," published in 
the Mayllune issue of Resist It's a stunning 
piece of work-beautifully written, clear, con-
cise, comprehensive, well-documented .... I 
can't say enough. For me, your article is the 
kind of weapon I've been looking for; I've 
known for a long time that, as you state in yom 
article, "an intelligent and long range cancer 
prevention program would make a clean envi-
ronment its number one priority." For the most 
part, I've been a lone (and "negative") voice 
out here in the land of New Age mysticism for 
a very long time. But slowly~ver so slow-
ly-a burgeoning awareness seems to be aris-
ing, mostly among women, that our current 
approach to cancer is leading us down blind 
alleys, and that continuing along those blin~ 
alleys will mean that millions more of us will 
die. However, most of the new groups orga-
nized around the issue of cancer (or specifically 
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women's cancer) have apparently not yet 
understood the fundamental connection 
between the epidemic and environmental pollu-
tion, particularly as it relates to breast cancer. 
Yom article will help the necessary conscious-
ness-raising immeasmably. I wish I could have 
thousands of copies; I'd like to stand on a busy 
street comer downtown and hand a copy to 
every woman who passes by .... 
It has occurred to me that perhaps it is time 
for women to begin thinking about directly con-
fronting the dangerously backward stance of the 
American Cancer Society, a very wealthy and 
powerful organization which maintains a thun-
derous silence regarding the connection 
between environmental poisons and the disease 
they are supposedly dedicated to eradicating, 
thereby effectively aligning themselves with the 
polluters. Do you think that an organized boy-
cott of the ACS is a realistic possibility? 
Thank you for a job exquisitely done. 
Judy Brady 
San Francisco, CA 
Ed note: Wow! Thanks. Judy Brady is the edi-
tor of One in Three: Women with Cancer Con-
fronl an Epidemic, Cleis Press, Pittsburgh, PA 
1991. The May/June issue of the Resist 
newsletter with a double-feature on breast can-
cer written by Rita Arditti with Tatiana 
Schreiber is available for a $1.00 contribution 
for handling. Write or call the office. 
OOPS, WE GOOFED! 
In the April issue of the newsletter we 
published a letter from John Sinclair of Ten-
nessee about global warming and ozone deple-
tion. We also noted that Sinclair had made a 
tape about these issues. Unfortunately, we 
neglected to make sme this tape was available 
for public distribution and Sinclair has been 
receiving requests for the tape which he carmot 
afford to send out.· He requests that we let read-
ers know he does not currently have a tape to 
send out nor facilities for duplicating and dis-
tributing his information. We apologize for the 
problems and suggest that those interested 
should contact the following organizations: 
Mary Byrd Davis 
WtldEarth 
P.O.Box492 
Canton, NY 13617 
Earth Island Institute 
300 Broadway, Suite 28 
San Francisco, CA 94133-3312 
Mary Beth Haas 
Zero Population Growth 
1400 Sixteenth St, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 332-2200 
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Karen Lohr, Director 
Atmosphere and Energy Campaign 
Greenpeace 
1436USt,NW 
Washington, DC 20009 
Sinclair also sent a list of articles and books 
which we do not have space to print here. For 
those interested, please send a note and 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to Tatiana 
Schreiber at Resist and we '11 send you a copy 
of the list. Please note, this list is incomplete 
and does not include detailed information about 
the resources available. For more info, contact 
the organizations above. 
Resist welcomes your letters with comments 
and suggestions about issues raised in the 
newsletter. P/.ease let us know if your letter is 
not for publication. If we do publish letters, 
from now on we will not include addresses 
unless you specifically request that we do. 
ILLEGITIMATI AUIMORlff 
,=i,,,~~"a/~~"67 
For Information and 1ranl 1111ddlaes wrile to: 
Rais(, One Summer SI., Somerville, MA 021~3 
The Resist News/el/er i~ published ten 
times a year by Resist, Inc .• One Summer 
Street, Somerville, MA 02143 . (617) 
623-5110. The views expressed in articles, 
other than editorials, are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent 
the opinions of the Resist staff or board. 
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Eccentric, hard-working, asker of "rude questions" 
- Resist remembers Mike Riegle, 1943-1992. 
A long-time friend of Resist died this 
past January, just as we were finishing an 
issue of the newsletter that focused on 
prison journalism. Mike Rieg/e's commit-
ment to prison issues was the principle 
connection he had to Resist, keeping us 
informed on what was going on inside, 
( and outside, on behalf of prisoners) 
across the country. He was also a friend to 
many of us, and here Nancy Wechsler, 
Tatiana Schreiber (Resist staff) , and Larry 
Goldsmith (Resist board) recall a little 
about what knowing Mike meant in their 
lives ... 
Nancy Wechsler: 
It was just about ten years ago that I 
stood in front of 22 Bromfield Street in 
Boston and watched as the building that 
housed Gay Community News (GCN) 
burned to the ground. I had been woken up 
early that morning by several people, all 
telling me the news, all urging me to join 
them at the paper. When I got downtown I 
noticed most of the GCN regulars - staff, 
board, and volunteers like myself, were 
there. Mike Riegle wasn't. Mike, the 
office manager, was always at the paper. 
While he had a small apartment in the 
Fenway [a Boston neighborhood] (which 
he shared with a roommate), he often slept 
at GCN. Panic went through many of us as 
we wondered if Mike had slept at the 
paper the night before. Where was he? As 
panic turned into hysteria, Mike finally 
showed up. Where had he been, we all 
wanted to know. Hadn't he heard the news 
on the radio? No, he hadn't heard the 
news, and he hadn't been sleeping at the 
paper that night. He'd arrived on the 
scene, a bit late for work, coming directly 
from the Fens, his favorite cruising 
ground. Just as he couldn't believe the 
paper was burning down, he couldn't 
accept how worried and concerned every-
one was for his safety and his where-
abouts. Mike was used to going his own 
way, without any of us mothering him. 
As office manager, Mike ended up 
taking responsibility for salvaging what-
ever could be saved from the building, as 
well as finding us new space, new equip-
ment, new everything. The paper survived 
the fire, with a lot of community support, 
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Mike Riegle at the country home of Joan Nestle 
and Lee Hudson on a recent weekend trip with 
close friend Jenifer Firestone. 
Photo: Jenifer Firestone. 
and a lot of time and energy from Mike. 
While I knew Mike before this (he and I 
had both been involved with the paper for 
quite a while), I got to know him much 
better during this crisis. I volunteered to 
help him do parts of his job that he just 
didn't have time for, mostly the bookkeep-
ing and office work. Later that summer, he 
volunteered to help me seed my back yard. 
Which was just like Mike. He enjoyed 
working with his hands and working out-
doors. And he seemed to always have time 
to help people out. When I finally joined 
the full-time staff as GCN's writer/typeset-
ter, Mike was the first person to offer to 
learn how to typeset, to back me up and 
help me out. (Larry Goldsmith was the 
next person who stepped forward to pick 
up some of the typesetting slack.) 
During his tenure as office manager, 
Mike started the GCN Prisoner Project, for 
which both he and the paper became quite 
well-known. Supporting and connecting 
with people in prison took up more and 
more of Mike's time, and convincing the 
rest of us of the importance of that work 
became his passion. It took until the AIDS 
epidemic, when work in prisons came into 
the spotlight, for many people at GCN to 
really appreciate what Mike had been 
doing all those years. 
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I was at GCN in the early eighties 
when AIDS first came into my conscious-
ness. Bob Andrews (who soon became the 
AIDS Action Committee's first press per-
son, and has since died from complica-
tions due to AIDS) was trying to get us all 
to take the epidemic seriously. He kept 
saying, ''They are talking about me, guys 
like me." Guys like Mike, I thought to 
myself. But years passed and Mike 
remained healthy. Possibly he would be 
one of the lucky ones of his generation of 
gay men. But no, that wasn't to be. Years 
later, as I sat in his office (at 62 Berkeley 
St.) he told me that he had finally been 
tested for HIV and tested positive. He was 
already taking some drugs to help with 
various infections. He hadn't told other 
staff members (most of whom were much 
younger than Mike, and hadn't been there 
as long, and therefore weren't as close to 
him), nor the personnel committee (of 
which I was a member). 
Mike was an eccentric, hard working, 
highly educated, out gay man. While he 
hated going to meetings (including GCN 
staff meetings), he probably, at one time or 
another, helped almost everyone at the 
paper do some aspect of their job. He 
never bought new clothes, he never bought 
anything. He didn't seem to think he 
should live any better than those with 
whom he corresponded in prison. His 
office was a cave-like and claustrophobic 
space, which he carved out for himself 
wherever GCN set up home. Mike wasn't 
a saint (who of us is?). He had a temper, 
and was the kind of guy that either liked 
you or dido 't. If he liked you, it almost 
didn't matter what you did, or what you 
said. If he took a dislike to you, there 
dido 't seem too much you could do to turn 
that around. Sitting at his memorial ser-
vice, this past winter, I wondered just how 
many people in the room had had a blow 
up with him. And yet, one of the things 
that happened when he got sick, was that 
he opened himself up to people-even 
those with whom he had fought from time 
to time. A hermit-like person, he was 
forced to let people in, let people take care 
of him, and he did. He started doing things 
he hadn't done before-like going to com-
munity events with friends, and watching 
videos. It was sad it took being ill, for him 
to come out of his inner closet a bit 
continued on next page 
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Tribute 
continued from page three 
I personally owe Mike a lot of thanks 
for all his help during my years at 
GCN ... help with typesetting, help with the 
sustainer committee, and help keeping my 
connection to the paper once I left the 
staff. 
We at Resist owe thanks to Mike, too. 
He was always ready to track down refer-
ences for prison groups for us, and often 
had first-hand knowledge of the group. He 
spent hours working with us on our ''Type-
writers for Prisoners Project," finding out 
how to get typewriters into prisons, help-
ing solicit and then select prisoners/prison 
groups in need of them, and all the other 
nitty-gritty work it takes to pull off some-
thing like that Mike was a unique person, 
probably not fully understood by any of us 
that knew him. He will be sorely missed 
by those with whom he spent time, by 
prisoners, prison support groups, and the 
gay left of which he was a part. 
The AIDS epidemic goes on and on. 
Mike's death is just one more reminder. 
On a bitter cold day this past winter, his 
friends, co-workers, and comrades gath-
ered in the Fens, and scattered Mike's 
ashes where he had spent some of his hap-
piest hours. 
Larry Goldsmith: 
Looking back, it's hard to explain 
how someone who hated meetings with 
such a passion could have done so much 
political work. Nor is it entirely apparent 
how someone with so little tolerance for 
social gatherings, be they dinner parties or 
demonstrations, could touch the lives of so 
many friends. Yet Mike Riegle did both. 
He would invite you into one of those 
cocoon-like spaces he built for himself in 
each of the successive offices of Gay 
Community News, and you would talk. 
As a reporter at GCN in the early 
1980s, I often sat with Mike in his office 
while he read over my draft of an article, 
or helped me find some sense in the 
week's events before I tried putting them 
on paper. I wrote a lot about police, crime, 
and the legal system-systems of authori-
ty, as we all know, that depend a good deal 
on mystification and an assumption that 
they will never be too thoroughly ques-
tioned. Mike asked a lot of ques-
tions--"rude questions," as he would call 
them-about "crime" and "criminals" and 
the kinds of assumptions we often make 
that distinguish "them" from "us." 
like to recall right here. The work Mike 
did on behalf of prisoners was not just 
support for ·those on the inside, though he 
spent an astonishing amount of time and 
money helping prisoners with stamps, 
books, newspapers, information-all those 
almost trivial things we on the outside take 
more or less for granted. But Mike also 
saw prison support work as an opportunity 
for us on the outside to learn about the 
criminal justice system from those who 
knew it best. When financial problems at 
GCN called into question whether the 
pap~r could afford to continue sending 
free subscriptions to prisoners, Mike 
reminded us all that the paper's Lesbian 
and Gay Prisoner Project was not just an 
act of charity; it also provided a means for 
the paper and its readers to hear the voices 
of lesbians and gay men in prison. Mike 
gave so much of his time to the Prisoner 
Project, I think, because it was (and con-
tinues to be) a way for us on the outside to 
confront ourselves with some of those 
rude questions he insisted that we ask. 
Tatiana Schreiber: ~ 
The following is from a letter I 
received from Mike while I was living in 
Ohio in 1984. (That was my first taste of 
Mike's famous use of parentheses.) I had 
sought his help with a radio documentary I 
was planning to produce about lesbians in 
prison. 
continued on next page 
There were many sides to Mike Mike Reigle and Tom Reeves looking at charred remains of files following the Bromfield Street fire in 
Riegle, but it's those rude questions I'd 1982. Photo: Ellen Shub. 
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Tribute 
continued from page four 
... as for all that cynicism out (in) there-
well, it is discouraging (looked at by 
itself) (and sometimes I do), but getting 
about 10--20 letters a day, some of which 
are desperate and some (seem) down-
right thankful (and hopeful) for our 
being here that the mix makes it hard for 
me to focus (more than temporarily) on 
any one of the feelings ( cynicism, for 
example). 
Then I think of relationships generally 
(mine) and the sometime cynicism is 
less "blatant" (smile) (to coin a phrase) 
but ... and I don't know but maybe it's 
that I'm getting old(er) or that these real-
ly are hard (mistrustful, not hopeful...) 
times ... and when we are appreciative, 
how good are we at showing it? 
and ... and .. .let's talk more about this 
when we're face to face - OK? P.S. My 
experience is that (as in life) there's 
some appreciation in there ( out here) but 
it just doesn't surface every day ... 
I never did talk to Mike about that, 
exactly .... Mike helped me out by putting 
me in touch with women he knew in 
prison, and letting me use his name as a 
way of introducing myself. I remember 
being full of doubts about what I was 
doing, an outsider, trying to tell some sto-
ries about what it was like to be inside, a 
prisoner, and dependent on the good-inten-
tioned ... maybe I was afraid the women 
wouldn't trust me, why should they? But 
Mike encouraged me because he knew 
how much people in prison appreciate 
someone actually talcing the time to meet 
them, talk to them, reach across these 
enormous barriers we have built between 
people in prison and ourselves. 
Several years later I helped produce 
"Speaking Out/Reaching In" a GCN spe-
cial supplement on lesbians in pri~on. I 
had always felt some connection with peo-
ple in prison, something I still don't really 
understand~ .. but Mike and myself and the 
other people on our supplement co_Jllllittee 
couldn't stop wond~ring what it really was 
that stopped most of the left from under-
standing (and acting on their understand-
ing/s) of the nature of our criminal (in)jus-
tice system. I was particularly interested in 
exploring why-folks were willing to ·work 
on behalf of "political" prisoners, while 
continuing to distance themselves from the 
politics of imprisonment in general. So, 
we sat down and talked about it We a1so 
talked about what it was that made us so 
sure prison work was important .. ~e: -
I feel like in the current society eco-
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nomics gets to be taken to be ~ort of the 
bottom line, the measure of survival, of 
stability, security and all that, not the 
human fabric, the social fabric: ... You'd 
better have a house, a savings account, 
or pension or whatever, or you're going 
to be in trouble - especially for 
women. Even though I have a kind of 
stability that so far has kept me out of 
prison, I am unstable in other ways. 
That's one of the kind of bonds I feel 
with these prisoners, that we're marginal 
people, we're at the edge of something, 
we 're unstable, about to fall off - it 
might be economically, it might be emo-
tionally ... and the point of this [supple-
ment], in a sense, is that it's part of the 
project of making people outside feel 
some sense of commonality with people 
inside. One of the ways of looking at 
people inside, a lot of them, is that they 
defended themselves in some way, eco-
nomically, or whatever. There's a rela-
tionship to forcefulness, which we can 
call strength if we want to be 
euphemistic, or violence if we want to 
be detracting. These people defended 
themselves and people on the outside 
should be able to relate to that as a very 
complicated dimension of life which 
gets solved in a lot of different 
ways .... Sometimes in this way, some-
times in that way. It's just there's a cer-
tain police force in this country that 
focuses on the streets and on certain 
kinds of things. Some people get put in 
prison and some don't, but the differ-
ence between what people did to get 
where they are is sometimes part of 
solving the same problem, of defending 
themselves, of surviving ... 
... the focus on prisons is in some ways 
destructive and paralyzing. Because the 
way you 're going to get people to 
respond to the race, class, gender aspect 
of the criminal justice business is to get 
people to feel like they're part of one 
another - but that's a big problem. 
continued on next page 
Roger Coleman (1958 - 1992) 
Resist received the following tribute to Roger Coleman (from Henry Heller, see below), 
who was exe.cuted in Vrrginia's electric chair this past May. In Coleman's case, very substan-
tial evidence exists to show that he was innocent of the crime he was killed for. In fact, another 
man confessed to the crime. However, the Supreme Court refused to hear Coleman's new evi-
dence, claiming that Coleman had failed to take advantage of earlier opportunities to appeal 
his case at the state level. Because there was so much evidence in Coleman's favor (six wit-
nesses have accounted for his wherabouts on the night in question), his case has gained consid-
erable media attention. Yet, as Alice Miller of Amnesty International notes, ''Coleman is not 
unusual. He's just gotten noticed." 
"An imlocent man is going to be murdered tonighL When my imloce.nce is proven. I 
hope Americans will recognize the injustice of the Death Penalty, as all civilized countries 
have." 
These were the words spoken by Roger Coleman as he was strapped into Vuginia's 
electric chair, Wednesday night, May 20th. As nearly 100 of Roger's supporters gathered out-
side the prison gates, the State of Virginia put an end to the life of not only an innocent man. 
but one of Vrrginia 's most productive citizens. Roger never got a chance to prove his inno-
cence to an unbiased jury where he could be defended by competent attorneys. The state said 
he didn't have that righL Governor Wtlder saw no reason to intervene, despite the overwhelm-
ing evidence that showed there was a reasonable doubt to Roger's guilL ... 
So what has Virgina gained by exe.cuting Roger Coleman? The state claims that Roger's 
life was not worth living .... When an individual reaches out to teens with a unique juvenile 
crime prevention program ... that individual has a lot to offer. Roger's words have been, and are 
being, heard in high schools, juvenile detention centers, job corps, and chmches throughout 
Vrrginia. tmiilar programs have been initiated in other states by Death Row inmates there. 
Thousands have been affected by Roger's warnings. Who knows how many of those would be 
in prison right now for doing something that if they would only have stopped and thought 
about it, they may have stopped and thought otherwise. Roger got those kids to think. But our 
society deemed Roger Coleman a dangerous man and decided that his life was not worth liv-
ing. 
The state of Vrrginia may have killed Roger Coleman, but they cmmot kill his accom-
plishments. Rest in peace, Roger ... 
Anyone wanting more information on Roger Coleman, his juvenile crime prevention 
program, or the abolition of the Death Penalty, please contact: Henry Heller, Vuginians 
Against State Killing, RLl, Box 114B, Faber, VA 22938. Tel: (804) 263-8148. Or, the Vaginia 
Coalition on Jails and Prisons, 1806 Chantilly SL, Suite 202, Richmond, VA. 23230. Tel: (804) 
353--0093. 
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That's not the problem of prisons. 
That's the problem of racism in general, 
so as soon as you start tying to focus on 
prisons and say how are we going to 
solve these problems around prisons, 
immediately you're in the middle of this 
problem of race, and of class. And 
you're not going to solve the problem of 
prisons without dealing with these larg-
er problems. It's mind-boggling! But 
it's also the beauty of prison work. You 
can learn a lot about the society you live 
in. It's very depressing but also very 
enlightening." 
Well, of course I wish I'd been better 
at showing Mike how much he (and his 
passion for actual justice) mattered to me, 
but perhaps he knew. The important thing 
is to not "focus on any one of the feelings 
(cynicism, for example," anger and grief, 
for example) but to do the work, to carry 
on. Which reminds me, it seems the Prison 
Book Project, which Mike worked on 
along with a wonderful, dedicated, lively 
and thoughtful crew, is in need of more 
volunteers. Anyone who wants to help, 
can leave a message for Larry Goldsmith 
here at the Resist office. • 
In recognition of his work on behalf of 
prisoners, Resist has established the Mike 
Riegle Tribute grant. Each year Resist 
will award a grant in Mike's name to a 
group that reflects Mike's dedication to 
justice and to the inclusion of prisoners, 
especially gay and lesbian prisoners, in 
all our movements for social change. In 
1992 the Tribute Grant was awarded to 
the Coalition for Prisoners' Rights in 
SantaFe,NM. 
Are you torn between going to 
school or receiving job training 
and your conviction against killing 
in war? You can learn without 
registering for the draft;\,,t' 
·;::-,,, 
Page Six 
Fury 
continued from page one 
the most powerful homophobe in the 
country. Helms launched a powerfully 
effective attack on the National Endow-
ment for the Arts for supporting homo-
erotic art, was one of few Senators to 
oppose the Hate Crimes Statistics Act 
(because it included lesbians and gay 
men), and has advocated quarantining 
people with AIDS. What may surprise 
people is the grounds for optimism that 
many gay and lesbian people in North 
Carolina feel, and the degree to which we 
have been able to use queer indignation at 
Helms to begin to become the "powerful 
homosexual lobby" for which he gives us 
such credit 
Two years ago, NCCGLE took on the 
task of shaping a strategy to counter what 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
(NGLTF) informed us was the highest 
level of reported incidents of homophobic 
violence and discrimination of any state in 
the U.S. In fact, North Carolina has report-
ed the most incidents each year since the 
Task Force began compiling data in the 
mid-eighties. During this period, racist 
violence has also flourished here. Both 
homophobia and racism are fed by repres-
sive economic policies and practices that 
decrease opportunities for education and 
invite scapegoating. Klan and neo-Nazi 
groups, likewise, have targeted lesbians 
and gay men, and people of color, as well 
as Jews. The· lack of a strong official 
response from state officials and law 
· enforcement has allowed hate violence to 
escalate. 
Gay agencies such as the North Car-
olina Human Rights Fund began to docu-
ment homophobic activity in the early 
1980s under the leadership of Leo Teach-
out. Teachout moved the documentation 
project to GROW, a gay community agen-
cy in his home town of Wilmington, 
before passing it on to NCCGLE two 
years ago. In 1990, NCCGLE began to 
take seriously the task of not just counting, 
but countering homophobic violence and 
discrimination. 
The greatest challenge, as in all work 
against hate violence, has been finding a 
way to respond to crises without being 
driven by them; to raise issues of violence 
within the targeted community in ways 
that foster empowerment rather than ter-
ror, and within other communities and the 
media in ways that do not play to an image 
of gay people as tragic victims. We have 
also struggled to find the balance between 
necessarily responding to people who are 
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being hurt - overcoming our own denial 
and habituation - and saving energy as 
well for long-range organizing; the bal-
ance between our knowledge of the mur-
der, fear, and repression experienced by 
many lesbians and gay men in this state, 
and our awareness that, year by year, the 
climate has improved dramatically. 
In fact, some of the most painful dis-
agreements among gay and lesbian 
activists have come when we have come 
down on different sides of this fragile bal-
ance. Are those of us who emphasize the 
violence, in order to mobilize against it, 
fear-mongering? Are those of us who 
emphasize the progress hiding our heads 
in the sand? Throw in a little internalized 
homophobia, and a painful game of "good 
queer/bad queer" creates schisms and bad 
feelings that can linger too long. 
Institutionalization of Hate 
Part of the necessary long-term pro-
active strategy that can move us forward is 
an analysis of the specific causes of homo-
phobic violence. We put Jesse Helms at 
the top of the list, with his ability to 
manipulate racism and homophobia to 
separate most white people from their own 
best economic interest. North Carolina's 
anti-union sentiment, carefully cultivated 
by corporations and the state government, 
makes it the "home of the working poor." 
Helms votes repeatedly against the eco-
nomic interests of working people, white 
and black. But come election time he 
exploits "hot button" issues like "porno-
graphic art," scaring many white people 
into voting for him. In the 1990 Senate 
race against black Democratic challenger 
Harvey Gantt, one of Helms' "attack ads" 
showed a white man's hands crumpling a 
job-dismissal slip with a voice-over blam-
ing the "Kennedy quota bill." 
Helms is aided by the support of a 
strong religious presence in North Caroli-
na, an overdose of fundamentalist Chris-
tianity and a predominance of Southern 
Baptists, that until recently was unopposed 
by any more moderate voice within the 
church. 
Homophobic activity in North Caroli-
na is further strengthened by a solid insti-
tutional base in state government. There is 
the legitimizing presence of the state's 
sodomy law, which carries penalties of up 
to ten years for consensual sexual activity. 
The legislature in North Carolina is much 
more powerful than either the municipali-
continued on next page 
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ties or the Governor. Most changes at the 
city or county level have to be ratified by 
the General Assembly, which makes it dif-
ficult to pass anti-discrimination ordi-
nances at the local level. Rural legislators 
often dominate the agenda, and many of 
them are, to put it politely, porcine. 
Recently, they appropriated $9 billion (a 
multi-year grant) for highway construction 
while slashing education reform; and in 
years past they reduced the penalty (from 
a felony to a misdemeanor) for farmers 
who knowingly permit slavery on their 
land - in a bill originally introduced by 
migrant advocates to protect workers' 
rights. 
Likewise, court officials (judges, 
DAs) have little or no education in the 
damaging effects of homophobia. "Kiss 
your children goodbye" is the advice that 
lesbian mothers get from their lawyers in 
custody cases. 
North Carolina is also one of the most 
militarized states in the U.S. Twenty per-
cent of the troops sent to the Persian Gulf 
left from North Carolina bases. The mili-
tary itself perpetrates homophobia with its 
purges; in 1991, at least two lesbians 
whose units returned home from the Gulf 
War attempted suicide because they were 
under investigation for homosexuality. 
One of the women, who drove her truck 
into a tree, succeeded. Dyke-baiting is also 
used against women in the military to 
force sexual favors: "Put out, or I'll tell 
them you're queer," as one Marine 
explained. 
The state's geography is also relevant 
North Carolina is a big state - it takes all 
day to drive from the mountains to the 
coast. There is no one huge city, like 
Atlanta or Chicago. The most progressive 
presence is in the central Piedmont, a 
series of cities that begins with Raleigh-
Durham and extends down the interstate to 
Charlotte, then west over to Asheville in 
the Blue Ridge mountains. "Down East" 
(from the Piedmont to the Atlantic Coast) 
is in many ways a different country, isolat-
ed, rural, repressive, militarized. Most 
gay/lesbian organizing is concentrated in 
the cities of the Piedmont and in 
Asheville. Part of our challenge is to fig-
ure out ways to reach into those isolated 
places, as we also build up the base in the 
cities. 
I spent over a year working in the lit-
tle Carolina town of Shelby after Nazis 
there attacked an adult book store, shoot-
ing five men in the head, and killing three 
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of them. The book store had been known counteract the racism, classism, sexism, 
as a "hang out for homosexuals." It was and myriad other forces that divide us? 
hard to find any other visible gay or les-
bian presence in that town. I was told that 
if I went to the K-mart parking lot after 1 
a.m. on Thursdays, I would see gay people 
congregating. 
My experience in Shelby gave me the 
feeling that in small towns, getting gay 
men and lesbians to "come out" and orga-
nize autonomously is probably less impor-
Fueled by Fury 
Until the !ast five years or so, there 
has been little organized, visible 
lesbian/gay presence across North Caroli-
na to shape a consistent response. This is 
not to say that there have not been effec-
tive lesbian and gay organizers and organi-
zations here, for at least twenty years. It's 
.. 
Progressive people are not surprised, 
of course, to hear of this level of repression 
and brutality in the home state of Jesse Helms .... 
What may surprise people is the degree to which 
we have been able to use queer indignation 
at Helms to begin to become the "powerful 
homosexual lobby" for which he 
gives us so much credit. 
.. 
tant or sensible than encouraging broader 
anti-homophobic efforts in which gay peo-
ple can participate without necessarily 
announcing themselves. However, I also 
learned how difficult that can be. 
Can we only offer lesbian and gay 
refugees access to large cities, or can we 
affect those smaller places from which so 
many of us fled? I am convinced of the 
importance of developing models of les-
bian/gay organizing in rural, conservative 
states like North Carolina. Political power 
in the United States has already shifted out 
of the large cities of the Northeast White 
flight has sent many people into the sub-
urbs, and the devastation of major indus-
tries has moved capital and people from 
the "Rust Belt" to the "Sun Belt," follow-
ing cheap labor. The dynamics are differ-
ent in these areas outside the metropolis. 
While advances in urban meccas are vital 
for the whole country, we here cannot just 
mimic San Francisco or New York, nor 
can all our national lesbian and gay strate-
gies afford to be chauvinistically urban, 
assuming a "trickle down" effect into 
smaller cities, towns, and rural areas. 
In North Carolina we also face issues 
common to organizing efforts anywhere. 
How do we balance the concerns of les-
bians with those of gay men? For instance, 
in most of the documentation of past years, 
violence and discrimination against les-
bians was hardly visible. And how do we 
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just that our efforts are finally beginning to 
pay off, and a movement is growing across 
the state in many of our major cities, 
inspired by the '87 March on Washington, 
and fueled by fury at Jesse Helms and the 
AIDS crisis. 
Senate Vote '90, under the leadership 
of lesbian activist Mandy Carter, mounted 
an aggressive anti-Helms electoral effort 
with a PAC that we decided to keep out-
side of Democratic Party structures. It 
raised $170,000 from within and outside 
the state, and Helms' opponent Harvey 
Gantt simply and forcefully turned aside 
Helms' attempts at gay-baiting like no 
other politician at the state level had ever 
done. This electoral work increased our 
visibility and opened up more political 
space in which to organize. It is being con-
tinued with a new statewide PAC, called 
PRIDEPAC. 
In Asheville, Charlotte, Winston-
Salem, Greensboro, Raleigh, and Durham 
relatively new organizations are mobiliz-
ing behind anti-discrimination projects and 
hotlines as well as electoral activity. For 
the first time, we have "out" gay and les-
bian activists in most of the state's major 
cities, ready and willing to speak publicly 
on our concerns. But, beyond a strong net-
work of AIDS service organizations, there 
is little infrastructure that connects these 
groups: Metropolitan Community Church 
conJinued on next page 
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ministers (who preach to predominantly 
gay congregations) within North Carolina, 
for instance, do not meet together, nor do 
gay /lesbian campus groups, or groups that 
run lesbian and gay hotlines. 
In the last two years it has become 
clear that if we really want to significantly 
decrease homophobic violence and dis-
crimination in North Carolina, we have to 
organize for the long haul. We need to 
build up an infrastructure as we go along, 
developing leadership and organil.ational 
strength. Community-based agencies with-
in each city must become the front-lines, 
both for documentation and for support of 
victims. They must be encouraged to con-
sciously extend services to outlying rural 
counties. At the state level, we need to 
encourage campus networks, bring hot-
lines together to learn from one another 
and systematize data collection efforts, 
hold trainings on advocacy for victims, 
and encourage health projects to take on 
peer counseling. Lesbian/gay organiza-
tions across the state and the people work-
ing with them need the opportunity to 
share their analyses and evolve strategies. 
We can bring people together at work-
shops, on conference calls, and through 
computer hookups. 
Countering these unifying efforts is a 
tendency towards turf issues and fragmen-
tation into many smaller organizations. 
This problem is exacerbated because gay 
activists receive recognition in these 
smaller oiganizations that we are denied in 
heterosexual society. 
Camp New Hope Retreat 
Last November, NCCGLE held a 
weekend retreat at a camp near Chapel 
Hill to further this work. It was funded in 
part by Resist. I had organized a similar 
workshop the year before while on the 
staff of North Carolinians Against Racist 
and Religious Violence, NCARRV. 
(NCARRV continues to play a pivotal role 
in including homophobia in state and 
national campaigns against hate crimes.) 
Thirty activists from organizations across 
the state met together for a weekend to 
learn about issues of advocacy, safety · 
campaigns, working with community 
agencies, documentation and education. A 
plenary session asked the question, "Are 
we accountable to the most vulnerable 
among us?" with presentations by gay 
teens, a lesbian who monitors homophobia 
in the military, the director of a homeless 
shelter with a large black gay clientele, 
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and a lesbian from a small town. By Sun-
day, we began laying out the elements of a 
strategy on each of the issues: enough pro-
gram ideas, to be sure, to keep us all busy 
for ten years. 
For instance, Kevin Berrill from 
NGLTF gave a workshop on safety cam-
paigns, explaining how whistles were used 
in cities like San Francisco. Carol Ryner, 
the Sensei from a local Karate school, 
gave a demonstration of self-defense tech-
niques. But Janelle Lavelle, who lives in a 
working-class section of Greensboro, was 
not satisfied with a program that might 
encourage an assailant to leave her alone, 
but attack the elderly woman living next 
door. "What about a whistle campaign for 
the whole neighborhood?" someone 
asked, and she nodded that it might work. 
Perhaps the most important aspect of 
the weekend was the kind of interaction 
that occurred among the participants. The 
year before, my scheduling had been too 
ambitious, and by the end of the weekend 
people were inspired but totally exhausted. 
The second time around, with encourage-
ment from the planning committee, we left 
time for relaxation and fun. We devoted 
the first evening to "icebreaking" exercis-
es, and we broke up the sit-and-talk ses-
sions with songs and physical games. We 
cooked together on Saturday night, then 
Kevin from NGLTF gave a wonderful 
"fireside chat," a perspective on the 
national importance of our work in North 
Carolina, which is the only statewide 
effort in the U.S. specifically directed 
against homophobic violence. Later, a 
local lesbian singing group perfonned, and 
after that many people stayed up and 
talked on the porch, watching the moon. 
The next day, when it was time to 
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strategize, people had energy and commit-
ment We put a big state map on the pine 
floor of the meeting room and divided up 
the state into six areas, with organizers 
from cities in each of the areas committing 
their organizations to begin outreach. We 
also decided to shift the emphasis in future 
workshops. Participants felt that more peo-
ple would attend a general retreat on orga-
nizing skills for lesbians and gay men 
(with homophobic violence as only one of 
the central issues) then would come to a 
workshop specifically about violence. 
I suggested that we use the camp for a 
yearly gathering to network and discuss 
strategies - a kind of "gay Highlander" 
(the Tennessee center of radical education 
that served as a strategy center for the civil 
rights movement and that helped to nur-
ture, among other activists, Rosa Parks). 
When participants left after lunch, they 
took with them a sense of connection and 
commitment and a feeling that the work 
was possible. 
Since then, Liz from Asheville has 
started a hotline for the Southern Appa-
lachian Gay and Lesbian Alliance; NCC-
GLE published our 1991 report, empha-
sizing issues of gay/lesbian youth and the 
military, priorities established by our dis-
cussions at the retreat; and a campus net-
work met in the spring and is planning a 
fall gathering. 
Many other ideas await the develop-
ment of increased organizational capacity. 
Increasing our funding base must be a 
NCCGLE priority. Most lesbian/gay orga-
niz.ations, if they are staffed, rely on excel-
lent volunteer support and grants from a 
few national sources such as Resist, the 
Chicago Resource Center, the Fund for 
Southern Communities, and the new OUT 
Fund of the Funding Exchange. NCCGLE 
is working to educate progressive founda-
tions within North Carolina on lesbian/gay 
issues, hoping to bring in much needed 
financial support. 
We also need to develop alliances with 
primarily heterosexual groups that share 
our concerns. Many city gay/lesbian orga-
nizations have begun to do this through 
appealing to human relations commissions 
for hearings on homophobic violence. In 
two cities these hearings have resulted in 
ordinances that include sexual orientation 
as a protected category for city workers. 
We think that we will have a better chance 
in the legislature if we familiarize politi-
cians in their own communities with the 
concerns of their lesbian/gay constituents. 
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Lines in the Sand 
Resist Resource Review 
Lines in the Sand, 12-minute cassette, 
included in the study packet, "Images of 
Conflict: Learning From Medi.a Coverage 
of the Gulf War, a Medi.a Literacy Work-
shop Kit," available from the Center for 
Media and Values, 1962 S. Shenandoah 
St., Los Angeles, CA 90034. Reviewed by 
Margaret Lazarus and Alice Maurice, 
Cambridge Documentary Films. 
As activists and mganizers it is essen-
tial that we understand the complex con-
nections between the media and war. With 
its workshop kit, "Images of Conflict: 
Leaming from Media Coverage of the Gulf 
War," the Center for Media and Values 
provides an effective and thought-provok-
ing vehicle for reaching this goal. Lines in 
the Sand, the 12-minute video essay at the 
heart of the study packet, draws a convinc-
ing sketch of the volatile wartime links 
between the media, the military, and the 
critical nature of public opinion. 
The study materials, also included in 
the kit prepared by the Center, deftly 
explore the war, with particular emphasis 
on how the Pentagon managed the media, 
and how, on cue, the media went about the 
business of creating ''The Enemy." The kit 
includes a study guide for leading two 
two-hour workshops on the role of the 
media in war, a pamphlet on media litera-
cy and activism, and a copy of Medi.a and 
Values, a magazine that contains illuminat-
ing articles alx>ut media's contributions to 
both war and peace. 
Lines in the Sand is a powerful stock 
footage essay. Through a careful juxtapo-
sition of familiar TV images of the Gulf 
War, the video aims to show how the Bush 
administration strategically packaged the 
war for public consumption. By offering 
up a sanitized, high-tech, and seemingly 
bloodless version of war, the video con-
tends, the administration drew a "line in 
the sand" that the media never managed to 
cross: Using old footage of the Vietnam 
War as a springboard, the video docu-
ments the military establishment's keen 
awareness of the need to control war cov-
erage in order to ensure public support. 
The government "learned its lesson from 
Vietnam," the narrator tells us, and thus 
the smartest weapon of the Gulf War 
became the TV screen. 
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As proof of the buoying effect the 
coverage had on public opinion, the video 
cites the now-famous Los Angeles Times 
poll reporting that before the bombing 
began, only 50% of the nation supported 
"going to war." Furthermore, when asked 
if liberating Kuwait would be worth 1000 
U.S. casualties, over two-thirds of those 
polled said "no." After only four days of 
war, or, as the video implies, four days of 
incessant images of military victory and 
minimal U.S. casualties, an overwhelming 
80% of the U.S. public favored war over 
sanctions. 
The "Images of Conflict" study pack-
et aims to train the viewer's critical eye. 
Halfway into the video, that critical eye is 
challenged by the two major assumptions 
which underlie the argument in Lines. 
Firs~ the video gives a lot of weight to the 
LA Times poll, to prove the effect of pro-
militaristic press coverage on public opin-
ion. Certainly the heavy focus on "smart" 
continued on next page 
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Anti-homophobic forces within 
churches are also beginning to mobilize -
an important antidote to the fundamental-
ists who can get busloads of parishioners 
to the legislature to rail against HoMo-
Sexshuls. Much of this movement came in 
the wake of a Pride march in 1986 that 
drew strong fundamentalist opposition and 
pricked the conscience of both ministers 
and lay people alx>ut the need for a more 
loving response. 
Last December, the North Carolina 
Council of Churches passed a strong reso-
lution condemning anti-gay violence and 
calling for churches to examine the ways 
they have contributed to the suffering of 
lesbians and gay men. This year, remark-
ably, one liberal Southern Baptist Church 
voted to allow the "holy union" of a gay 
male couple, and another voted to license 
a gay minister.* In a state like North Car-
olina, these changes in the church may do 
more to reach into small towns and rural 
areas than any other development. 
We have evolved an analysis of caus--
es, developed strategies to respond, and 
*Not surprisingly, these two progressive Baptist 
churched were subsequently expelled from the South-
ern Baptist Convention. So far, they have not backed 
down from their pro-gay stance. Both churches made 
their decisions with their eyes ~. after extensive 
deliberation, so the fact that they were willing to risk 
expulsion speaks to their level of commitmenL 
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Realizing 
the Nonviolent 
Vision 
is the special 20th anniversary 
issue of Peacework, a peace and 
social justice newsletter published 
by the New England Regional 
Office of the American Friends 
Service Committee. Copies of this 
24-page issue-a readers' and 
authors' forum on the future of 
the movements for nonviolent 
social change-are $1 from 
Peacework, 2161 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge, MA 02140. 
have begun to galvanize a network of peo-
ple willing to take them on. Now we are 
refining our organizational structure, get-
ting tax exempt status, and recruiting a 
larger, more diverse board. We hope to 
have enough grant money to hire at least a 
half-time organizer this summer. 
Last May, British neo-Nazi John Tyn-
dall, speaking to a far right rally in Dem-
mons, North Carolina, remarked: "Our 
human refuse follows us around the coun-
try the same as your uniform garbage 
does. Screeching lesbians, fluffy poofers 
[i.e., gay men], university scum, and 
AIDS-ridden undesirables are always 
there to speak out in the name of liberal-
ism, anti-racism and democracy." 
With some effo~ we may prove him 
right • 
Mab Segrest is a writer and activist living 
in Durham. From 1985 to 1990, she 
worked for North Carolinians Against 
Racist and Religious Violence. For the 
past two years, she has served as a con-
sultant to NCCGU:. She has just started 
working for the N.C. Urban-Rural Mis-
sion of the World Council of Churches. 
For a copy of Homophobia and Human 
Rights in North Carolina, send $5 .00 to 
NCCGLE, P.O. Box 15533, Winston-
Salem, NC 27113. NCCGLE also wel-
comes out-of-state members; membership 
is $20. 
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weaponry and the almost complete invisi-
bility of Iraqi deaths and devastation 
nudged the public toward a pro-war 
stance. But we must question what the oft-
cited poll, itself a piece of media mytholo-
gy, really meant. Was the "clean" TV 
image of the war so powerful? Perhaps 
changing attitudes on the part of the public 
had more to do with the desire or necessity 
to "support the troops" once they had been 
deployed. Perhaps people's feelings were 
really more complicated and ambivalent 
than the poll could show or people were 
willing to admit 
The other debatable assertion in-
volves the comparison between the Viet-
nam War and the Gulf War. When the nar-
rator calls the latter a "national therapy 
session" that replaced the painful memo-
ries of Vietnam with the glorious muscle-
flexing of the Gulf War, we must recog-
nize this as yet another convenient, easily 
digested media myth, first heard on televi-
sion, and seared into our collective con-
sciousness. The narrator asserts that "mili-
tary planners learned from Vietnam that 
modem wars are not won or lost on the 
battlefield, but in front of television 
screens where attitudes and perceptions 
are bought and sold." By intercutting 
images from the Gulf War and Vietnam, 
the video implies that press coverage of 
Vietnam, which reached beyond military 
briefings to show images of death and 
injury, contributed to a divided public 
opinion about the war and fueled the 
protest movement. While this is a widely 
held view, it is probably more myth than 
reality. Perhaps the media was allowed 
greater coverage as sentiment against the 
war (within the military, the press and the 
public) intensified. The complexity of 
these relationships is not revealed in the 
video. 
The study guide included in the pack-
et addresses these assumptions, challeng-
ing us to apply the same skepticism to the 
video that we should to all media. For 
example, it corrects the linear interpreta-
tion that the press created disapproval of 
the Vietnam War. An analysis of the inter-
play between media images and protest 
movements is an area that deserves further 
study, as it holds valuable lessons for 
increasing the impact of our anti-war 
efforts on public policy. 
The exercises included in the packet 
address the various pitfalls of war coverage 
and the military's public relations cam-
paigns. One of the handouts included in the 
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kit cleverly calls attention to the use of 
euphemisms to sanitize war coverage. The 
kit also includes an intriguing exercise that 
reveals the subjective elements of "objec-
tive" reporting. Participants divide into 
three teams, and each team must cover the 
same story. There is a pool of six potential 
news sources, but each team must work 
under a different deadline. The teams with 
more time have the opportunity to check 
more sources; the teams that are under the 
gun, so to speak, must rely on military 
press releases. The disparity between the 
resulting stories is eye-opening. 
The second unit in the workshop kit 
centers around how the media creates ene-
mies, and it brilliantly reveals the process 
of dehumanization that is necessary for 
sustained support of war. For activists, 
particularly those dealing with young peo-
ple, these are important lessons. The ideas 
presented in the kit resonate with the 
video's portrayal of an Iraqi professor talk-
ing about the loss of his entire family dur-
ing the U.S. bombing of a so-called "mili-
tary" shelter. Another powerful moment in 
the video occurs when, during CNN-Pen-
tagon released footage, the video's produc-
er/narrator objects to the intense manage-
ment of the Gulf War news and the lack of 
alternative images of the conflict. Illustra-
tive of his point (perhaps not intentionally) 
is the fact that all of the images in this 
Resist Newsletter 
e 
-
IIIUGtralion ~y ChrtSIA Ocrht0g10,so 
admirably researched essay, with the 
exception of the Iraqi professor, were ones 
we have seen before on television. 
Most of the visuals in Lines (sorties, 
parades, victorious soldiers) are highly 
militaristic, and in an attempt to compen-
sate and counter these images, the video is 
over-narrated. The narration is somewhat 
monotonous and can be distracting. But it 
is interesting to note the difficulty the nar-
rator encounters when trying to make 
words compete with images-another 
reminder of the edge that TV holds over 
print media. 
But this is a minor criticism of an 
important video that we can use to develop 
our capacity for critical analysis of 
wartime press coverage. The producers of 
the "Images of Conflict" workshop kit 
deserve much praise. Building the peace 
will depend on our ability to educate 
media consumers to approach the media 
with skepticism and pursue all alternative 
avenues for information. • 
Margaret Lazarus is a documentary film 
and video producer who has made award 
winning features on women's and social 
issues including "The Last Empire: U.S. 
Intervention and Nuclear War." Alice 
Maurice is the distribution manager of 
Cambridge Documentary Films, in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts. 
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no longer meets as such, but its members 
are all active in related work. The larger 
coalition, renamed ALARM: Alliance 
Against Racism and Militarism, still meets 
and works with the Social Justice Center in 
Albany to promote anti-racist awareness 
among member organizations. 
Community Survival Center (Reming-
ton Organization Against Racism), 207 
West 25th St, Baltimore, MD 21211 
The Remington Organization Against 
Racism, (ROAR), was formed by youth 
members of the Community Survival Cen-
ter (a low-income community self-help 
group in north central Baltimore) in 
November, 1990 as a direct response to 
recruitment and organizing by a racist 
skinhead group. The skinheads, using the 
name BASH (Baltimore Area SkinHeads), 
had developed an organizing strategy 
aimed at a local school that had often been 
plagued with racial tensions. The effort 
was particularly dangerous because it was 
closely affiliated and directed by the 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan as their first 
mass local recruitment . effort in recent 
years. 
ROAR includes youth between the 
ages of 8 and 18, predominantly white, but 
with active black members taking on lead-
ership positions. The group has produced 
spots on the school's TV news program, 
spoken to students, and generally created a 
visible anti-racist presence at the school. It 
has also worked with other groups doing 
public speaking before church, communi-
ty, and political groups. ROAR is now 
establishing chapters in area elementary 
and secondary schools. 
ROAR 's goals are: to organize youth 
into a force capable of challenging racist 
groups and the inaction of local institu-
tions; to provide an alternative to the skin-
heads and the Klan for area white youth; 
to put out accurate information about the 
nature of racist groups; and to encourage 
youth leadership development and 
involvement in the community. 
ROAR members believe "in a world 
where people can freely develop and fully 
participate within a positive recognition of 
your race and ethnic background, gender 
and sexual preference. We believe that 
those most locked out of this society have 
first right to be at the table. We believe 
that healthy communities recognize, nur-
ture and encourage the participation of the 
#247 
young .... " 
Resist's grant helped provide T-shirts 
and stickers for the group. The T-shirts say 
ROAR across the front with a picture of a 
lion, and on the back spell out "Remington 
Organization Against Racism." The stick-
ers use the same logo with the slogan, 
"Join our Fight for What is Right," and 
have contact information. The purpose of 
the stickers and shirts is to develop the vis-
ibility and culture of anti-racism in an area 
dominated by Klan activity. Because many 
of the young people in the group have 
very little money themselves, the shirts 
were made available without charge to 
members. They were also sold to non-
members as a fundraising effort 
' Resist to Turn 25! 
Resist will be 25 years old this October, and we want to celebrate 
our history, renew old friendships, 
make new ones, and look ahead at 
where our movements should be 
going. We're planning a big party here 
in Boston for November 14th at the 
Jorge Hernandez Cultural Center 
(Villa Victoria), and everyone is 
invited so save that date!!! We're also 
planning exhibits of political art and a 
year-long focus in the newsletter 
reflecting on our past/thinking into our 
future. We need your help! We'd like 
to especially invite the participation of 
Boston area supporters and groups that 
have received Resist grants. The 
Boston 25th organizing committee 
meets monthly and is mostly focusing 
on the November party. There's also an 
"art group" and a "history group" in · 
Boston and an art/event group in New 
York working on the other projects. 
Please call the office if you'd like to 
get involved. If you're outside the 
Boston area, maybe you'd like to 
coordinate some kind of event, art 
exhibit, house-party, poetry reading, 
or something else in your community 
to commermorate our anniversary. 
Call Tatiana Schreiber at the Resist 
office to discuss your ideas. 
Thanks!!! 
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Mexico: 
A.lternsti,e Language School 
Learn Spanish while focusing on many of 
today's p-oblems pertinent to Mexico and 
Central America. CBTLALIC is an 
alternative Spanish school located in 
Cuernavaca, Mexico. In addition to 
looking at topics such as the Free Trade 
Agreement, art, women's issues, culture, 
history, etc. A lmge part or the program is 
also dedicated to solidarity with Salva-
doran refugees living in exile in Mexico or 
as displaced or relocated persons in El 
Salvador. A portion of the profits are 
devoted to helping a local group of 
Salvdoran refugees. Classes are Monday 
through Friday, with some out-of-town 
excursions on weekends. Our method 
applies Paulo Friere 's philosophy of 
popular education classes are highly parti-
cipatory with students drawing on their 
own creativity and life experience. 
Students are encourage to stay with 
Mexican families to enhance their 
experience and language skills. 
For information, write the address below. 
Mexico, Guatemala, 
Nicaragua & El Salvador 
Brigatks of Solidarity 
Exchange and Friendship 
To better lD'lderstand today's problems in 
Mexico and Central America, we are 
initiating a unique new program. Groups 
will begin the 4 or 7 week Brigades in 
Cuemavaca, Mexico studying Spanish for 
2 or 3 weeks in order to bette.r lD'lderstand 
the culture and language in which they will 
be experiencing. After the language 
instruction and cultural and travel 
orientation, the groups travel through 
Mexico and into Guatemala, Nicaragua 
and El Salvador. with stops used to extend 
the educationa experience by talking to 
local peasant farmers, women's groups, 
cooperatives, refugee camps, Human 
Rights Committees, health projects, etc. 
The time in all countries will be spent 
learning about issues pertinent to that 
region or people and looking for answers 
to questions directly from the people 
themselves. The group will be accom-
panied by a coordinator to organize details 
but not a translator. 'The minimmn level of 
Spanish is the ability to communicate. 
For further information please contact: 
CETLALJC,· Apartado Postal 1-201; 
Cuernavaca, Morelos; 62001, Mexico. 
Telephone (73) 13-35-79. Cost: 4 week 
program: $1,000,· 7 week program: 
$1,750. 
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In each issue of the newsletter we 
highlight a few recent grants made to 
groups around the country. In this issue 
we include grants made over the past year 
for anti-racism work and projects focused 
on police violence. Resist has an ongoing 
commitment to supporting projects that 
address racism and repression. We'll 
highlight additional projects in the next 
issue. The information in these brief 
reports is provided to us by the groups 
themselves. For more details, please write 
to them at the addresses included here. 
Police Watch/Police Misconduct Law-
yer Referral Service, 611 S. Catalina St., 
Suite 4()(), Los Angeles, CA 90005. 
Police Watch was formed in 1981 by 
a group of community activists and civil 
rights attorneys concerned by the rising 
tide of police violence in Los Angeles. 
The founding members shared the percep-
tion that police misconduct was rampant 
within certain areas of Los Angeles (such 
as south central and east Los Angeles), but 
that very few of the people harmed by 
these violations found their way to legal 
assistance, an enforcement agency or 
court. This is because many of those vic-
tims did not know their rights and if they 
did, they did not have money to hire an 
attorney who could assert those rights. 
The goals of Police Watch are to end 
violent and illegal police practices by 
organizing people to know and assert their 
constitutional rights. The group seeks to 
change the practices of local law enforce-
ment agencies that implement unlawful 
and racist policies in the performance of 
their jobs. Police Watch has documented a 
steady rise in such practices in the form of 
violence against innocent persons and 
their property. Complaints of questionable 
police conduct include the use of canine 
units, racially motivated police violence, 
and a virtual suspension of the Constitu-
tion during gang and drug sweeps in poor 
neighborhoods. Police Watch works pri-
marily with victims of police abuse, legal 
workers, and community groups opposed 
to police repression. 
Specifically, the group provides legal 
representation to victims, sponsors com-
munity educational forums, monitors 
police conduct in particular neighborhoods 
(while working to create an elected civil-
ian police review board), provides infor-
mation to the media and policy makers, 
and works to build coalitions with a broad 
range of groups including La Raza Legal 
Alliance, the Latino Community Justice 
Center, the NAACP, the National Lawyers 
Guild and others. 
Resist's grant, in late 1991, was used 
to fund a community organizer and pro-
vide printing and postage for community 
outreach work. Since then, the group 
writes, members have testified before the 
California Senate Judiciary Committee on 
Police Abuse and Hate Crimes concerning 
"the white supremacist deputy gangs oper-
ating out of the Los Angeles County Sher-
iff's Deparnnent" The group also partici-
pated in filing a lawsuit against the 
departtnent's misuse of their Canine Unit, 
and has been involved in numerous public 
forums and phone campaigns. We haven't 
heard from the group recently, but suspect 
they've been too busy to write ... 
r-------------------------------------7 Join the Resist Pledge Program 
We'd like you to consider becoming a • Yes! I would like to become a Resist 
Resist Pledge. Pledges account for over Pledge. I'd like to pledge$ ____ / 
25% of our income. By becoming a _________ (monthly, bi-
pledge, you help guarantee Resist a monthly, quarterly, 2x a year, yearly). 
fixed ~nd dependa~le source of inco!11e • Enclosed is my pledge contribution 
on which we can bmld our grant makmg of $ 
program. In return, we will send you .a ----· 
monthly pledge letter and reminder, • I can't join the pledge program just 
along with your newsletter. We will now, but here's a contribution to sup-
keep you up-to-date on the groups we port your work. $ _ __ _ 
have funded, and the other work being Name ___________ _ 
done at Resist. So take the plunge and 
become a Resist Pledge! We count on Address __________ _ 
you, and the groups we fund count on City / State/Zip ________ _ 
us . 
Resist 
One Summer Street, Somerville, MA 02143 • (617) 623-5110 
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Anti-Racist Task Force Against the 
Mideast War, 33 Central Ave., Albany, 
NY 12210 
The Anti-racist Task Force Against 
the Mideast War began in November, 
1990, as a caucus of the Emergency Com-
mittee to End U.S. Intervention in the 
Middle East As a group of people of color 
and white people determined to make anti-
racism and multi-racial coalition-building 
a cornerstone of the anti-war movement in 
the area, the group needed to direct its 
attention to two related fronts: promoting 
an anti-racist and multi-racial political 
direction within the larger coalition; and 
organizing against the war in the African-
American and Latino communities. 
The group met regularly during the 
war promoting inclusiveness in all anti-
war activities and in the content of printed 
materials. An important purpose of the 
task force was to make public and visible 
the connections between the Gulf War and 
the international and domestic racist poli-
cies of the United States. "Unlike George 
Bush," the group wrote, "we believe that 
linkage describes reality: linkage of people 
and linkage of issues." The group promot-
ed a position opposing the anti-Arab and 
anti-Islam bias that was exacerbated by the 
war, and worked to include Muslims in 
anti-war programs. 
Following the "official" end of the 
war, the group continued its work focusing 
attention on the relationships between U.S. 
international aggression and the situation 
for communities of color at home. Resist's 
grant in the summer of 1991 went toward 
a community educational forum, "All 
Guns, No Butter: War, Racism and Eco-
nomic Crisis.,, Ron Daniels, the guest 
speaker, spoke "about the need to build 
coalitions led by, and responsive to, the 
issues of people of color." (Daniels, for-
mer Chair of the National Black Indepen-
dent Political Party, former Director of 
Jesse Jackson's 1988 Presidential cam-
paign, and Youngstown, Ohio community 
activist, is currently running for President 
as an Independent on the "Campaign for a 
New Tomorrow" ticket.) 
Members of the Task Force believe 
the event, which attracted 25-30% people 
of color, made an important contnbution to 
the long-range goal of combatting racism 
and creating a multi-racial progressive 
movement in the Albany area. The group 
continued on page eleven 
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